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1.  How did you choose your topic? 

 The reason that pushed me to choose this project is that my great-great grandfather was a deputy in the area of Pearl Harbor when the Japanese attacked which started all this trouble and one of the stories that have passed down through our family over the years is how after Pearl Harbor was attacked my great grandfather was instructed to arrest his Japanese friends, people who he had known all his life who had been his childhood playmates. He felt that this was not just or fair and is reported to have done all he could to help them avoid arrest. So those are the reasons that I chose this project. 

2. How did you choose your project?

Last year I created a website for my project.  I made it to regional where I took 2nd place, however, as a 5th grader I did not meet the age requirement to move on to State and Nationals.

I really quite enjoyed creating a website as it gave me the ability to create a more dynamic project using videos, pictures/slideshows, audio clips, and interviews.

3. How did you conduct your research?

I identified useful websites such as the National History Archives, Densho, History Channel and others I could trust.  I utilized my local and regional libraries and bought a few eBooks. I went to the Utah Historical Society for research and I spent a few hours there. My family took a road trip to Topaz Utah, which was the location of one of the internment camps. Although the buildings are no longer there, I could see first-hand how desolate and harsh the area is.  I could imagine how internees must have felt isolated and hopeless.

4. How does your topic relate to the theme?

During World War II and after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor bombing on December 7, 1941. Americans were afraid that Japanese Americans could be Japanese spies. On February, 19, 1942 President Roosevelt signed the United States Executive Order 9066 giving unprecedented power to the President and commanders in the military to declare curfews, close borders and ultimately imprison the Japanese Americans without due process of law.  The basic rights of freedom and due process and were taken away. Japanese Americans were listed as 4c enemy aliens, suffering financial loss, loss of dignity and harsh living conditions.  Some had trials but most did not and one of the government laws state something to the effect of people in the U.S. cannot be incarcerated without a trial. It wasn’t just the Japanese people who were taken to internment camps. Italian and German people were taken too when it was the government’s responsibility to protect all U.S. citizens no matter their color of skin or heritage.
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